
Town of Belle Plaine officials are working with a consultant 

on plans to enhance the new two-lane concrete bridge on High-

way 22 that will be built in 2011. The state-funded bridge into 

Shawano will replace the steel truss bridge and construction will 

take place from April to October next year. 

The townôs Planning and Zoning Commission met in March 

with consultant project manager Stephanie Christensen of 

EMCS Inc. of Wausau to discuss how to spend $155,000 in 

ñcommunity sensitive solutionò funds. About $57,000 of that 

money will be spent on a pedestrian/bicycle path across the 

bridge and running down to the Wolf River wayside. 

Christensen said another option would be to stain the bridge 

a different color, rather than concrete gray, which would cost 

about $30,000. 

Miles Amorelli, a Fox Valley artist, has produced a scale 

model of a sculpture of a tree, to be constructed from pieces of 

the old bridgeôs steel, as a decorative element, with the backing 

of the Shawano Country Chamber of Commerce. The tree would 

be 35 feet tall, with glass green leaves, and would be placed at the 

south end of the bridge. 

Amorelli said the sculpture would be a ñfunctional gazeboò 

that would produce a ñlight and color showò for passing motor-

ists. He said there would be no maintenance and the piece would 

be a ñgreen treeò made of recycled materials. Cost would be 

about $60,000. 

    Town Chairman Alvin 

Bartz said he favors lighting 

on the bridge and along the 

bicycle path. Christensen said 

the bridge plan does not in-

clude lighting, but the commu-

nity funds could go to decora-

tive fixtures if lighting was 

included. 

    The improvements would 

also include realignment of the 

River Bend-Eagle Nest Lane 

intersection to accommodate a 

raised bridge and turn lanes on 

Highway 22. 

    The town is also looking at 

making improvements at the 

wayside on River Bend adjoin-

ing the bridge (see page 6 for 

details). 

During the six months that the bridge on Highway 22 will be 

closed for reconstruction, motorists can take Highway K or High-

way M into Shawano. 
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Residents invited to art fair July 4 
Town and Cloverleaf Lakes residents will have 

a new event to enhance the traditional fireworks and 

parades on the Fourth of July weekend. 

Cloverleaf Art by the Lake will run from 10 

a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday, July 4, at Buzz and Macôs 

Sandbar on Cloverleaf Lake Road. 

Invitations to participate have gone out to art-

ists and crafters who have participated in Shawano 

and Clintonville art fairs. More information and a 

sign-up sheet for artists can be found on the 

www.cloverleaflakes.com web site. 

The CLPA-sponsored event will include food 

and drink, childrenôs activities and live demonstra-

tions of art and crafts. 

The Kiddie Parade, Pontoon Parade and fire-

works show are scheduled for Saturday, July 3. 

There will not be a dance this year, due to lack of 

participation in the past few years. 

The art fair and Fourth of July events are part 

of the CLPAôs busy calendar of spring, summer and 

fall events, which include the annual meeting, golf 

outing and pontoon classrooms. See page 3. 

Artist Miles Amorelli designed 

this scale model of a proposed tree 

sculpture made from steel from 

the old Highway 22 bridge. 

Why is this man smiling? For more on Howard Unrath and the 

Belle Plaine card club, turn to page 7. 



Roads, bridge, driveways on townôs agenda 
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By Alvin Bartz  

We will soon be checking roads to select projects for the 

summer. We are expecting blacktop prices to remain extremely 

high, so that will limit the amount of miles we can do. If there is a 

section of road in your area that needs attention, let us know. 

* We are planning for the Wolf River bridge on Highway 22 

to be replaced in 2011. There is about $155,00 for this project 

that needs to be spent on ñcosmeticò type projects.  

We are planning a walking path across the bridge and some 

improvements to the entrance and fishing area by the river. We 

are also looking at safety and perhaps may put some lighting on 

the walkway. The area will be closed to traffic during the bridge 

construction, so alternate routes into Shawano will need to be 

taken. See page 1 for details. 

* Our firemen informed me there are still some driveways 

that would be difficult to get into with emergency vehicles. The 

newer trucks are getting much higher and longer to meet the re-

quirements of hauling the amount of water that are needed to 

fight a fire. We are suggesting a 16-foot horizontal and 14- to 16-

foot vertical clearance. 

* The neighborhood watch has had some results. Through 

neighbors talking, we have been able to identify a possible sus-

pect in the home break-ins in our town and neighboring town. We 

have had and continue to have theft of diesel fuel from farm stor-

age tanks and trucks with fuel tanks. In one case, about 500 gal-

lons were taken over several days. A pickup truck and suspect 

have been identified. The watch continues. 

Have a safe and healthy summer. 
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Belle Plaine chairmanôs message 

The town will hold an open book for property taxpayers on 

April 20 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Community Center. The 

assessors will explain their calculations of property valuations. If 

someone canôt attend, he or she can call Associated Appraisal at 

(920) 749-1995 for an appointment.  A Board of Review, for 

those who object to their property taxes, is scheduled for May 25 

from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

* Summer hours for the Collection and Recycling Center on 

Cloverleaf Lake Road will go into effect the week of April 18. 

Hours will be Mondays from 8 a.m. to noon; Wednesdays from 

noon to 6 p.m.; and Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

* The boardwalk to the walking trail on Gibson Island is 

closed until May 31, during the nesting season of the nearby bald 

eagles. Access to the island is available by water. A bicycle rack 

has been purchased for the parking area. 

* The Town Board is considering some rules for area taverns 

to regulate outdoor activities and noise. Several tavern operators 

met with the board to discuss ideas. Under consideration are a 

cutoff time for volleyball, outdoor lighting limits and only serv-

ing alcoholic beverages indoors. With a statewide no-smoking 

law taking effect this summer, bars would need to designate a 

smoking area outdoors.  The board will consider rules before the 

next tavern licenses are issued in June. 

* Town Clerk Kristine Vomastic reminds residents that she 

has office hours Mondays from 5-7 p.m. and Saturdays from 8:30

-11 a.m. at the Community Center. ñI do feel I need some hours 

at the Town Hall for issues that need to be attended to in person.ò 

She does most of her town business at home. 

* The town is seeking more fire and emergency medical per-

sonnel. First Responders provide health care at accident scenes 

and to ambulance patients. The town pays for the training. Call 

Lt. Tom Kristof at 853-3937 for more information. 

Belle Plaine town notebook 



Big summer schedule awaits at Cloverleaf Lakes 
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Traditional events, and some new ones, fill the schedule of 

activities at Cloverleaf Lakes. An art fair and a carp catching con-

test will be among the new entries. The traditional favorites, such 

as the Fourth of July weekend fireworks and the 13th annual Golf 

Outing, will continue 

CLPA annual meeting. The season will kick off with the 

annual meeting of the Cloverleaf Lakes Protective Association. It 

will begin at 10 a.m. Saturday, May 29, at the Rustic Resort and 

will feature a complimentary lunch for members at noon. A re-

view of the Cloverleaf Lakes master plan, to be updated in April 

by the volunteers who worked on it in 2005-06, will be a high-

light, along with a business meeting and a photo presentation of 

the flora and fauna of Gibson Island. 

Cloverleaf Carp Capture. See page 7 for details on this 

three-week effort to bring in some of these unwelcome fish. 

Prizes will be awarded on Saturday, June 12. 

Fourth of July. The annual Kiddie Parade, which attracts 

hundreds of children and parents, will begin at 10 a.m. on Satur-

day, July 3, on Highway Y near the boat launch. Everyone is wel-

come to participate or watch, free of charge. The Pontoon Parade 

will form up near Gibson Island at 6:30 p.m. and the decorated 

boats will circle the lakes. Prizes are given by the CLPA. And at 

dusk, the spectacular fireworks display will be sent up by the 

Cloverleaf Lakes Fireworks Association. The dance has been 

canceled this year due to lack of participation over the past few 

years. 

Cloverleaf Art by the Lake: This new community event 

will be held on the lakefront at Buzz and Macôs on Cloverleaf 

Lake Road on Sunday, July 4. Artists will be displaying their 

work from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Details are on page 1. 

Pontoon classrooms: The several properties that have been 

working on shoreland restoration over the past three years will be 

toured on Saturday, July 24, starting at 9 a.m. James Havel of 

NES Ecological Services will discuss the native plants and wild-

flowers planted on the properties. A half-day kayak demonstra-

tion is planned for Aug 19. 

Golf Outing: The 13th annual Cloverleaf Lakes Golf Outing 

will tee off at noon on Wednesday, July 28, at the Clintonville 

Riverside Golf Course. Included in the day-long activities are 

lunch, dinner, 18 holes of golf with a cart, a four-person scramble 

format with prizes on each hole and a raffle. A sign-up sheet will 

appear in the summer newsletter or online at 

www.cloverleaflakes.com. 

Triathlon: The fourth annual Tri Cloverleaf Lakes Triathlon 

is scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 4. More than 160 athletes partici-

pated in 2009. 

Cloverfest Run/Walk: This annual event, held in October, 

raises funds for the Fireworks Association. 

Cloverleaf Lakes Protective Association 
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�:�L�V�F�R�Q�V�L�Q�·�V���5�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���&�H�Q�W�H�U 
The  Place for Health, Rest & Pleasure 
CLPA incorporated  in 1936 

CLOVERLEAF LAKES 
PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 288 
Embarrass, WI 54933-0288 

www.CloverleafLakes.com �´�3�U�H�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���R�X�U���O�D�N�H�V���I�R�U���I�X�W�X�U�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�µ 


